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Governance
Purpose: The American Crystallographic Association (ACA) was 
founded in 1949 by merger of the Crystallographic Society of America 
and the American Society for X-Ray and Electron Diffraction. The 
objective of the Association is “to promote the study of the arrangement 
of the atoms in matter, its causes, its nature and its consequences, 
and of the tools and methods used in such studies”.

Membership: Regular Members - 83%, Student Members - 12%, 
Corporate and Retired Members - 5%. Total Membership ~2,100.

Officers: President (1 year), Vice-President (1 year), Secretary 
(3 years) and Treasurer (3 years). The Canadian Division of the 
Association elects a Representative to the Council (3 years). The 
Vice-President automatically becomes President.

Council: The four officers plus the President from the previous year 
and representatives of National Divisions. The Council has general 
charge of the affairs of the Association. Candidates for elected office 
are nominated by a Nominating Committee appointed by the President. 

Committees: In addition to the Nominating Committee, there are three 
elected Standing Committees: Communications, Continuing Education, 
and Data, Standards and Computing. 

Special Interest Groups: Powder Diffraction, Industrial, Materials 
Science; Small Angle Scattering; Biological Macromolecules; Neutron 
Scattering; Small Molecules; Service Crystallography; Synchrotron 
Radiation, General Interest, Fiber Diffraction and Young Scientists.

Publications
Transactions of the ACA, published annually, contains the invited 
papers and summarized discussions from the principal symposium 
presented at annual meeting. Programs and Abstracts of the ACA 
are published in annual volumes. RefleXions, the ACA Newsletter, is 
published four times per year. 

Meetings
One Annual Meeting. The International Union of Crystallography has 
a meeting every three years.

Awards
Bertram Eugene Warren Diffraction Physics: To recognize an important 
recent contribution to the physics of solids or liquids using X-ray, neutron, 
or electron diffraction techniques. Established in 1970. Awarded every 
three years.

Fankuchen Memorial: To recognize contributions to crystallographic 
research by one who is known to be an effective teacher of crystallography. 
There are no geographic or age restrictions. Established in 1971. Awarded 
every three years.

A.L. Patterson: To recognize and encourage outstanding research in the 
structure of matter by diffraction methods, including significant contributions 
to the methodology of structure determination and/or innovative application 
of diffraction methods and/or elucidation of biological, chemical, geological or 
physical phenomena using new structural information. Established in 1980. 
Awarded every three years. 

M.J. Buerger: To recognize mature scientists who have made contributions 
of exceptional distinction in areas of interest to the ACA. Established in 1983. 
Awarded every three years.

Elizabeth A. Wood Science Writing Award: The award is named in honor 
of Elizabeth A. Wood, President of the ACA in 1957, and author of science 
books for lay readers. Persons who have written books or articles that bring 
science to the attention of a wider audience are eligible. Established in 1997. 
Awarded every three years.

Kenneth N. Trueblood Award: To recognize exceptional achievement in 
computational or chemical crystallography. In memory of Ken Trueblood, 
(1949-1998) a major force in the early use of computers and the develop-
ment of crystallographic computer programs. Established in 2001. Awarded 
every three years.

Charles E. Supper Instrumentation Award: To recognize scientists who 
have made exceptional contributions to crystallographic instrumentation. 
Awarded on an irregular basis at the discretion of the ACA Council. The 
Charles Supper fund was established by his son, Lee, in appreciation to 
the community of X-ray diffraction scientists for their continued support 
throughout the years.

Margaret C. Etter Early Career Award: To recognize outstanding achieve-
ment and exceptional potential in crystallographic research demonstrated 
by a scientist at an early stage of their independent career. Established in 
2002, to honor the memory of Professor Margaret C. Etter (1943-1992), 
who was a major contributor to the field of organic solid-state chemistry. 

Margaret C. Etter Student Lecturer Award: Each Special Interest Group 
(SIG) has the opportunity to invite one student to receive an award and to 
present a lecture at the annual meeting. 

Poster Prizes: Pauling Prize, Oxford Cryosystems, RCSB Protein Data 
Bank, International Union of Crystallography, The Journal of Chemical 
Crystallography.

ACA Public Service: To recognize a non-crystallographer for contributions 
to science policy, funding, or communication of crystallography to the general 
public. Awarded on an irregular basis at the discretion of the ACA Council.

ACA Service: To recognize and honor the dedicated efforts of members 
who voluntary work behind the scenes.
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