[Your Name]
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The Honorable [Congress Member’s Name]
[Office Address]
United States Congress
Washington, D.C. [ZIP]

Subject: Urgent Concern – Research Disruptions Impacting Structural Science and Innovation

Dear [Congress Member’s Last Name],

I am writing to bring your attention to the significant disruptions currently affecting structural science research in the United States. As a structural scientist, I have witnessed firsthand the growing challenges that hinder critical advancements in materials science, bioengineering, and infrastructure innovation—fields that are essential for national security, economic growth, and public safety.

Several factors are impeding the continuity and progress of research in structural science:

· Funding Inconsistencies – Unpredictable and declining federal research funding threaten long-term projects, disrupt essential laboratory operations, and discourage young scientists from pursuing careers in the field. Sustained and increased investment in agencies such as the NSF, DOE, and NIH is crucial for maintaining the U.S.'s global leadership in scientific innovation.

· Supply Chain Disruptions – Access to specialized materials, instrumentation, and computing resources necessary for structural analysis has been severely impacted by global supply chain issues. These delays slow down research timelines and hinder discoveries that could lead to breakthroughs in areas like energy storage, construction materials, and biomedical devices.

· Restricted Access to Collaborative Research – International collaborations are fundamental to scientific progress. However, increased bureaucratic hurdles, travel restrictions, and research security policies—while important for national security—must be carefully balanced to ensure that vital partnerships with global experts remain possible and productive.

· Workforce Challenges – Many research institutions struggle with hiring and retaining skilled personnel due to funding limitations and visa restrictions for highly qualified international scientists. Addressing these issues through immigration policy reforms and workforce development programs would strengthen our nation’s scientific and technological capacities.

Given the urgency of these concerns, I urge Congress to take the following actions:

· Increase and stabilize federal funding for structural science research through sustained appropriations.

· Support policies that enhance supply chain resilience for research-critical materials and equipment.

· Streamline international collaboration policies while maintaining appropriate research security measures.

· Expand STEM workforce development initiatives and revise visa policies to attract and retain top talent in scientific fields.

Scientific innovation has always been a cornerstone of America’s global leadership and economic prosperity. Without immediate action to address these disruptions, we risk falling behind in critical areas of structural science that have direct implications for infrastructure resilience, energy sustainability, and medical advancements.

I appreciate your time and consideration of this matter and welcome the opportunity to discuss these concerns further. Please feel free to contact me at your convenience.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]
[Your Title]
[Your Institution or Organization]
